Undermining the Inlet:

How the Johnson Tract Mine Threatens

Cook Inlet's Connected Ecos ystems

Photo: Cooper Freeman,
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Johnson Tract Mine Leadership

e CIRI
O Landowner (fee simple) - South Johnson Tract
O Subsurface rights owner - North Johnson Tract
e Contango Ore /JT Mining Inc
O Mine Developer
O Lease w/ CIRI to explore & develop mine
(ends 2029)
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BUILDING ALASKA'’S
NEXT GOLD-MINES

CONTANGO ORE IS AN AMERICAN, NEW YORK STOCK EXCHANGE LISTED COMPANY
WITH A 5 YEAR PLAN TO PRODUCE 200,000 GEO ANNUALLY.

MANH CHOH LUCKY SHOT  JOHNSON TRACT
MINE MINE PROJECT
IN PRODUCTION FULLY PERMITTED M OZ GRADING 9.4G/T AU EQ
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Four Main Components of the JT Mine Project

. Mine

a. Johnson Tract Deposit - underground

b. 7-year mine life

c. Potential for expansion?

. On-site processing

a. "“Ore Sorting” -> crushing and sorting for shipping = waste rock
b. Ore storage prior to shipping

c. Wastewater treatment

. Haul Road

. Ore Shipping Port
a. Year-round shipping of barges - pier into deep water channel
b. Camp, laydown area, storage facility - dredging?



What Is The Mine’s Current Status?

Advanced Exploration Activities
o Building Road, Airstrip, Mining Tunnel

Easements through Lake Clark NP Conveyed
Working Towards Major Permits

@)
©)
®)
@)
@)

Army Corps Clean Water Act Permits

Marine Mammal Protection Act Permits
Endangered Species Act Consultation

National Historic Preservation Act Consultation
ANILCA 810 Subsistence Impacts Analysis?

Final Investment Decision by 2029-2030?



Some Potential Concerns for Cook Inlet

Water Pollution - Acid Mine Drainage + Toxic Metals Contaminants
o Sulfides, Copper, Lead -> into Johnson River, Tuxedni Bay, Cook Inlet
Loss of Fish & Wildlife
o Belugas, razor clams, salmon, eulachon, smelt, shrimp, bears, birds
Industrialization of Last Major Undeveloped Area of Cook Inlet
Lack of Transparency, Honesty, Speed, Public & Tribal Engagement
Loss of Sustainable Economies, Subsistence Resources & Historic Properties

o Clam gathering, local setnet & driftnet fisheries, beluga hunting, bear
viewing industry, Native sites & stories



JT Deposit Conceptual UG Exploration Ramp

Preliminary Planning Stage
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Deep Exploration Target Area

Proposed
Portal Site

Exploration ramp to parallel mineralized zone, providing drill access to 1.5 km of high potential mineral trend
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Photo: Dustin Solberg
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Tuxedni Bay Area = Most Productive Razor Clam Beds Left in Cook Inlet

East Cook Inlet Clams West Cook Inlet Clams

CPUE (clams/digger)

Effort (thousand digger days)
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First Winter Foraging Ground For Endangered Cook Inlet
Beluga Whales Identified

Jly 15, 2024

Whales wara recorded faraging in Tuxedni Bay and River from Seplember 1o May, some of the most undisturbed sections of theair critical
habitat.

Feature Story | Alaska
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Using passive acoustics to identify a
quiet winter foraging refuge for an
endangered beluga whale population in
Alaska

CIB presence in winter in the bay reached 24 hours for two consecutive days. This level of
concentrated acoustic presence has only been observed in the Susitna delta (UCI) in June when CIB
concentrate in this area preying on salmon

This is the first time a winter foraging area (Tuxedni) has been identified for CIB. The importance of this
area is further accentuated by its pristine soundscape and the bay and river should be viewed as a
noise refuge for this endangered whale. In view of the converging interests by industry in this area of
Cook Inlet, managing anthropogenic activities to minimize habitat degradation and acoustic
disturbance will be a key component to support the recovery of this endangered population.

The conservation task may simply involve maintaining the acoustic status quo of this habitat.
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Map prepared by Defenders of Wildlife in
collaboration with Cook Innkeeper, Alsska Wildide
Alllance, and Envircamental Investigation Agency
Basernap: State of Alaska, Esri, HERE, Garmin,
FAQ, NOAA, USGS, EPA, NPS, Esri, USGS
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Cook Inlet Beluga
Protection Zone




ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS Alaska News ¢ Politics « Opinions ¢ Sports e Talk tous

Opinion: As CIRI shareholders, we
value Cook Inlet belugas over a gold
mine

By Marina, Claudine and Sonny Haynes
Published: November 1, 2025
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