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November 2021 Discussion @ Science Symposium

Do we have 
management 
pathways to protect 
cold water habitats 
to build salmon 
resilience?



Small Group/Individual Meetings:



Deshka Field Trip – Aug 2022



November 2021 Discussion @ Science Symposium



Land 
Classification Can land classification be a tool for 

conserving cold-water refugia?

CHALLENGES – 
Differences in designations and classifications between state of Alaska and 
boroughs; need better definitions so everyone is on the same page; increase 
specifics of classifications for habitat designations, such as cold water refugia

ACTION – 
Classify MSB parcels with thermal refugia as "watershed lands":
 a land classification that recognizes the importance of the land for water quality.

• MSB Fish & Wildlife Commission passed resolution in support of Deshka 
parcels with cold water refugia being classified as watershed lands

• Next step: MSB Assembly approval 



Engagement 
in area-wide 

plans

How can thermal refugia data 
inform planning efforts?

What is the role of the Partnership, committees and 
partners in engaging in area-wide plans?

ACTION – 
Incorporate thermal refugia information into the current 
revision of the Susitna Recreational Rivers Management Plan 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES – 
Invasive species management plans and suppression efforts
Fish passage prioritization

• Public outreach/education
• Communication to/amongst partners
• Be aware of current information/events/hot topics
• Involvement in the planning teams
• Organize data presentations to appropriate parties
• Coordinate availability /access to data layers



Outreach What are the most effective ways to 
communicate with landowners about 
their properties’ conservation value?

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES – 
• Engage with land owners’ interest in their special property
• Establish connection to a greater purpose of the water resource than just 

their personal use 
• Communicate to private landowners about stewardship opportunities
• Message with a voice of education rather then regulation
• Engage with youth – landowner parents will listen to their kids
• Celebrate good landowner stewards
• Create welcoming spaces for engagement and demonstrates to show 

landowners value of habitat (e.g. BBQ party deploying minnow traps to see 
baby salmon)



Data 
Availability 

& 
Accessibility

Is there a role for the partnership in 
transferring datasets to agencies and 
other partners?

CHALLENGES - 
Some data are sensitive and should not be shared broadly to the public
No data sharing requirements for Partnership-funded projects

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES -
Ensure relevant science is available, discoverable, interpretable for agencies 
Host discussions to understand agency data needs
Convene special focus groups that include decisionmakers/permitters



Data Transfer

DATA PRODUCERS    DATA CONSUMERS



Data Transfer

Mauger, S., & Diabat, M. (2023). Building Habitat 
Resiliency for Chinook Salmon in Alaska's Deshka River 
Watershed - thermal imagery shape files [Data set]. 
Zenodo. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.8412376
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Data Transfer

HOW DO WE BRIDGE THE GAP?

Data Consumers: 
Where do you find data?

Data Producers: 
Where does your data live?
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