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Opportunities to 
Improve Salmon 
Habitat

Natural Resources Conservation Service



Who We Are: 
Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
Service

• We are a federal government agency under the United 
States Department of Agriculture 

• Our motto is “Helping People Help the Land”

• We work with agricultural producers to conserve natural 
resources: soil, water, air, plants, animals and energy

• We work on private lands including Tribal land

• Participation in our programs is entirely voluntary

• We offer technical assistance (such as conservation 
planning, engineering design) and financial assistance.



Financial Assistance

EQIP – Environmental Quality Incentives Program

• Reimburses you for a portion of the cost to install conservation 

practices

• Conservation practices must address a natural resource concern 

• Can include engineering design assistance

RCPP – Regional Conservation Partnership Program

• Collaborative projects addressing resource concerns on multiple 

land ownerships (public-private partnerships)

• Requires a proposal from a lead partner

• Can address conservation concerns on a landscape scale



Financial Assistance (continued)

WFPO – Watershed and Flood Prevention Operations Program

Provides technical and financial assistance to States, local governments and 
Tribal organizations to help plan and implement authorized watershed 
projects for the purpose of:

• Flood Prevention
• Watershed Protection
• Public Recreation
• Public Fish and Wildlife
• Agricultural Water Management
• Municipal and Industrial Water Supply
• Water Quality Management

Brett Nelson, WFPO Program 
Manager
Phone: (907) 761-7717
Email: brett.nelson@usda.gov

18 projects funded in 

Alaska; one is for the 

purpose of fish/wildlife  

habitat in Tyonek. 

mailto:brett.nelson@usda.gov


Inflation Reduction Act

• NRCS received $19.5 billion nationwide beginning in FY23 and 
ramping up over the next 4 years.

• The IRA funds are additional funds on top of our normal program 
allocations

• Alaska FY23 IRA-EQIP allocation was an additional $1.8 million 
on top of our normal EQIP allocation of $10 million.

• In FY24, we anticipate receiving an additional $15 million in IRA-
EQIP on top of our normal EQIP of about $10 million, plus 
additional IRA funds for our other programs such as CSP and 
easements.

• IRA funds may only be used for specific conservation practices 
that reduce greenhouse gas emissions and increase storage of 
carbon in soil and trees. (soil health and forestry practices)



Climate Smart Agriculture and Forestry 
Conservation Practices
(Inflation Reduction Act)

• Forest Stand Improvement

• Tree/Shrub Establishment

• Wildlife Habitat Planting

• Riparian Forest Buffer

• Riparian Herbaceous Cover

• Woody Residue Treatment

• Fuel Break

• Critical Area Planting

• Hedgerow Planting

• Silvopasture

• Windbreaks/Shelterbelt

• Alley Cropping

• Range Planting

• Prescribed Grazing

• Pasture and Hay Planting

• Herbaceous Weed Treatment

• Brush Management

• Nutrient Management

• ….and more!



Conservation Practices for
Salmon Habitat

• Critical Area Planting

• Riparian Herbaceous Cover

• Riparian Forest Buffer

• Aquatic Organism Passage

• Access Control

• Obstruction Removal

• Access Road

• Wildlife Habitat Planting

• Stream Habitat Improvement 

and Management

• Trails and Walkways

• Stream Crossing

• Streambank and Shoreline Protection

• Tree/Shrub Establishment

• Upland Wildlife Habitat Management

• Road/Trail/Landing Closure and 

Treatment

• Forest Trails and Landings

• Forest Stand Improvement

• Filter Strip

• Field Border



Aquatic 
Organism 
Passage



Obstruction 
Removal



Forest Stand 
Improvement



Tree/Shrub 
Establishment



Mat-Su Valley: 

Wasilla Field Office:  907-373-6492 
Troy Hildreth, District Conservationist 
Troy.Hildreth@usda.gov

Contact Us!



Non-Discrimination Statement

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including 
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a 
public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident. 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large 
print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, 
found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to 
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, 
call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

(1)  mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture

    Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights

    1400 Independence Avenue, SW

    Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

(2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or

(3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ascr.usda.gov%2Fhow-file-program-discrimination-complaint&data=04%7C01%7C%7C220a87957d3f4c82328d08d8d8f3aefc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637497888406060796%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RI133ytUCmk8%2BN49hi%2FTEQy%2BVG%2Bvl0UB6r2QNLdZFN0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fprogram.intake%40usda.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C220a87957d3f4c82328d08d8d8f3aefc%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637497888406070750%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=SIllqearrx%2BrIeu34%2BvVnoNZqBv78pmfSXC4DrGu8B4%3D&reserved=0
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