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Warm and low freshwater conditions led to both 
physiological and behavioral responses by adults of all 5 
species of wild Alaska salmon around the state and 
impacted commercial, sport and subsistence fishermen. 
Impacts to egg and juvenile life stages are unknown.

Summer of 2019





Average summer 
temperatures have 
increased by 0.5oF 
per decade since 
1980 in non-glacial 
stream of Cook Inlet. 

Schoen, E., R. Shaftel, C. Cunningham, L. Jones, S. Mauger, D. Rinella, and A. St. Saviour. 2018.
Freshwater drivers of Chinook salmon in Cook Inlet, Alaska. Prepared for the Pacific Marine
States Fisheries Commission. Alaska Center for Conservation Science, Anchorage, AK.
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In 2019, we reached or 
exceeded maximum stream 
temperature values predicted 
for 50 years in the future.

56 64 68oF







Climatic conditions are 
foundational to the quality and 
quantity of salmon habitat in 
the Mat-Su Basin.

Climate change can no longer be 
considered an emerging threat.

“Building/ensuring resilience to 
our rapidly changing climate” 
should be captured in the core 
purpose and envisioned future 
of the Mat-Su Basin Salmon 
Habitat Partnership


