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About Us 



Washington State Snapshot 

• 446 million days of outdoor recreation each year 
• $21.6 billion in expenditures 
• $20.5 billion in economic contributions 
• 200,000 jobs 
• 23 million acres of public land 



Calculating a Visitor Day 

• 5 Land cover categories 
• Federal 
• State 
• Local 
• Public Waters 
• Private  

• 4 Participant Types 
• Day Local 
• Overnight Local  
• Day Non-local  
• Overnight Non-local 

 



Contributions and Impacts 

 



What about Alaska 

168 million for AK 
 vs.  

23 million for WA 
 



What about Alaska? 

• Alaska: 168 million state/federal land 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Image from: Global Footprint Network 



Healthy Salmon & Wildlife 
Populations 

Great access to Recreational 
Opportunities 

Best Agricultural Lands in the 
State 

Affordable Housing & Large Lot 
Sizes 

High Quality of Life 

The Mat-Su has a 
lot to offer 

Mat-Su 2050: Keeping the Character of the Valley. 



Mat-Su 2050: Keeping the Character of the Valley. 

Valuing the other assets 



© Earth Economics 2015 

Four Categories 

Regulating 

 Services 

Supporting 

 Services 
Cultural 

 Services 

Provisioning 
Services 



Mat-Su 2050: Keeping the Character of the Valley. 

Where do the values 
come from? 





$20 billion to  

$50 billion  
per year 



Invest in Open Space you Invest in Salmon 



Total health cost 
expenditures taking into 
account the cost of 
medical care $894,641 
 



Total health cost 
expenditures taking into 
account the loss of 
productivity $2,343,988  
 



Mat-Su 2050: Keeping the Character of the Valley. 

ROI Analysis 

Estimate Costs 

Estimate Benefits 

Calculate  
Return-on-Investment 

Mat-Su Borough FY 15 Operating Costs $ 952,350  

Annual Health Savings via Exercise 

Community Asset Value of Rec. Lands 

Total Benefits  

$ 3,238,630 

$ 1,817,656 

$ 5,056,286 

Benefit – Cost Ratio 5.31 



Return on Investments 

Mat-Su 2050: Keeping the Character of the Valley. 

$1 
spent in operating 

costs 

For every 
the Mat-Su Borough receives 

over 

in community  
assets and health benefits. 

$5 



Thank you 
Maya Kocian/ mkocian@eartheconomics.org  

eartheconomics.org 
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