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November 18, 2014
Palmer Community Center (Depot), 610 S. Valley Way, Palmer
8:30
Registration

9:00 
Symposium Welcome
Kim Sollien (Mat-Su Salmon Habitat Partnership Outreach Committee member, Great Land Trust)

Larry DeVilbiss (Mayor, Mat-Su Borough)
9:30
Keynote Address: Atlantic Salmon Ecosystem Recovery:  It Takes a Village, State, Country and World - Mary Colligan (US Fish & Wildlife Service)

Introduction by (Trent Liebich, US Fish & Wildlife Service) 
10:15
Networking Break




10: 45
Mapping Mat-Su Waters & Salmon Habitat

Moderator: Matthew LaCroix (Environmental Protection Agency)
Mapping Alaska’s Water - Kacy
 Krieger (University of Alaska Anchorage)
Creation of a Complete, Accurate, and Versatile GIS-based Stream Layer and Hydroscape for the Matanuska-Susitna Basins - Dan Miller (Terrain Works)
Systematic Validation of Modeled Hydrography in the Mat-Su Basin Using Field Reconnaissance and Image Interpretation to Meet USGS NHD Standards – Andrew Robertson (Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota)
Salmon Habitat Mapping in the Mat-Su Basin - Christine Woll (The Nature Conservancy)
11:45
LUNCH 
12:30 Collective & Individual Efforts of Partners

Moderator: Frankie Barker (Mat-Su Borough)
Mat-Su Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership Updates and Discussion – Jessica Speed (Mat-Su Basin Salmon Habitat Partnership) & Partnership Steering Committee
There Are “King Makers” Among Us - Kim Sollien (Great Land Trust)


1:30
Tidbits

Moderator: Terry Thompson (Alaska Department of Fish & Game)

Please sign up at the registration desk to present a 3 minute project summary or announcement. If you have a slide or two to project (maximum 2 slides), please load them by the end of lunch.

1:45
Break 
2:00 
Potential Impacts to Salmon

Moderator: Lisa Ka'aihue (Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association)
Elodea, Alaska’s First Submersed Aquatic Invasive Plant Takes Root in the Mat-Su’s Remote Alexander Lake - Heather Stewart (Alaska Department of Nature Resources)
Elodea on the Kenai Peninsula and What We’re Doing About It - John Morton (US Fish & Wildlife Service)

Shell Lake Salmon and Pike - Andy Wizik (Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association)
ATV Salmon Stream Crossing Assessment Project: The Intersection of People & Salmon! - Chuck Kaucic (Wasilla Soil & Water Conservation District)
Clean Boating Outreach in Mat- Su Valley - Heather Leba (Cook Inletkeeper)



3:15
Poster Session

Introductions: Arni Thomson (Alaska Salmon Alliance)
Poster authors will be on hand to answer questions about their project, and are encouraged to stay with their posters for the first half hour of the evening social.
Off-road Vehicle Stream Crossing Assessments in Anadromous Fish Habitat, Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Alaska - Elizabeth (Libby) Benolkin, Casey Smith, and William Rice (US Fish & Wildlife Service)

2014 Matanuska-Susitna Basin Hydrographic Mapping Program: Field Validation of Elevation-derived Streams and Fish Passage Barriers - Louisa Branchflower (Palmer Soil & Water Conservation District) 

Riparian Impact Evaluation of Priority Streams in Matanuska-Susitna Borough - Louisa Branchflower (Palmer Soil & Water Conservation District)
Monitoring Juvenile Salmon in Mat-Su Streams – Jeff  Davis (Aquatic Restoration & Research Institute)
Elodea in High Priority Mat-Su Lakes - Emily Heale & Matthew Smukall (Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association)
Waterfront Riparian Area Restoration Challenges & Successes in the Mat Su – Chuck Kaucic (Wasilla Soil & Water Conservation District)
Funding Mechanisms for Restoring and Maintaining Healthy Ecosystems - Maya Kocian (Earth Economics)

I’m a King Maker: Video Project - Kim Sollien (Great Land Trust)
Outlying Landfill Waste: How Is It Affecting Our Environment? - WynnD Renzi (University of Alaska Anchorage)
Baby Salmon Live Here - Brian Winnestaffer (Chickaloon Village Traditional Council & Envision Mat-Su)
3:55
Announcements & Adjourn 
Jessica Speed (Mat-Su Salmon Habitat Partnership)

4:00-
Evening Social 
6:00
Palmer Community Center (Depot), 610 S. Valley Way, Palmer
Come visit with your colleagues and our keynote speakers. The Mat-Su Salmon Partnership is providing appetizers from Turkey Red, and a cash bar will be available. 


November 19, 2014 

Palmer Community Center (Depot), 610 S. Valley Way, Palmer
8:30
Registration

9:00 
Symposium Welcome
Frankie Barker (Mat-Su Salmon Partnership Steering Committee Member, Mat-Su Borough)


DeLena Johnson (Mayor, City of Palmer)
9:15
Keynote Address: Life-history, Ecology, and Potential Threats to Mat-Su/Cook Inlet Chinook Salmon in the Marine Environment - Kate Myers (University of Washington (retired))

Introduction by (Erika Ammann, NOAA Fisheries) 

10:00  Networking Break 
10:30  Salmon Studies

Moderator: Jon Gerken (US Fish & Wildlife Service)
Chinook Salmon Research Initiative: Research To Gain A Better Understanding of the Causes for Chinook Salmon Declines in Alaska – Terry Thompson (Alaska Department of Fish & Game)
Distribution and Abundance of Susitna River Chinook Salmon 2012 and 2013 - Pete Cleary (Alaska Department of Fish & Game)
Management of Chinook Salmon Sport Fisheries in Northern Cook Inlet During a Period of Low Production - Sam Ivey (Alaska Department of Fish & Game) 
Operation of a Resistance Board Weir for Counting Chinook Salmon on the Little Susitna River  - Daryl Lescanec (Alaska Department of Fish & Game )
Abundance Estimates of Juvenile Sockeye Salmon Emigrants from Meadow Creek Alaska, 2013 - Kevin Foley (US Fish & Wildlife Service)
11:45
 LUNCH
12:45
Interactive Session with Mary Colligan (US Fish & Wildlife Service) and Kate Myers (University of Washington (retired))
Moderator: David Wigglesworth (US Fish & Wildlife Service)

1:45  Water Temperature Trends
Moderator: Catherine Inman (Mat-Su Conservation Services)


Where we are and Where we Need to be to Understand Regional Water Temperature Trends: AKOATS and Minimum Data Collecting Standards - Marcus Geist (University of Alaska Anchorage) & Sue Mauger (Cook Inletkeeper)

Cold Water Mapping and Salmon Habitat Characterization Guide Land Conservation and Restoration in Cook Inlet Watersheds - Sue Mauger (Cook Inletkeeper)

2:15
Networking Break
2:30
Tidbits
Moderator: Polly Bass (University of Alaska Anchorage, Matanuska-Susitna Campus)
Please sign up at the registration desk to present a 3 minute project summary or announcement. If you have a slide or two to project (maximum 2 slides), please load them by the end of lunch.
2:45 
Susitna Studies & Resilience of Salmon

Moderator: Roger Harding (Alaska Department of Fish & Game)
Ecological Risk Assessment for Large-scale Hydropower – Corinne Smith (The Nature Conservancy)

An Update on Fish and Aquatic Studies for Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric Project – MaryLouise Keefe (R2 Resource Consultants, Inc.)
Susitna-Watana Hydroelectric Study Program: Salmon Escapement Update - Bryan Nass (LGL Alaska Research Associates)
Salmon Resilience in the Face of Natural and Human-caused Catastrophes – John O’Brien (ERM Alaska, Inc.)
3:45   Conclusions

Jeff Davis (Aquatic Restoration & Research Institute)

4:00  
Adjourn

[image: image2.jpg]














7

[image: image2.jpg]