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The Northern Archaic Tradition from 5,500 B.P. to 2,500 B.P.

» Between 8,500 and 5,000 B.P. the boreal forest became fully established.

» By around 6,000 B.P. salmon may have started to spawn in the
waterways of the Susitna drainage.

» Northern Archaic Tradition sites have been discovered along the Susitna

River east of Talkeetna, and on bluffs above the Matanuska River
dating to around 5,000 — 3,000 B.P.

» People migrating into the valley During the Northern Archaic period are
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Construction of a Dena’ina

Plano view of house with
sleeping benches
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Plano Views of Dene House Construction
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Owing to the short time spent at most of the sites, our information about the
houses on Cook Inlet is very scanty. Including the Indian houses of Kachemak
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PLANO VIEW OF CACHE PITS

Above:
small
depressions
for dried
berries.
Below:
larger
depressions
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Cross Section of a Cache Pit
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Student with Antler Harpoon




Partial Large Harpoon
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House Foundations & Caches
on Knikatnhu Land




Several Cache Pits




 Dene Tradition from 1,500 to present.

> Between 5,000 — 500 B.P. the Dena’ina people displaced the
Alutiig people in the Susitna Valley. The Dena’ina maintained
annual seasonal subsistence activities

— which included:

 Spring and Summer: waterfowl, egg collecting, collecting
feathers,

freshwater fish

Spring and Summer: salmon harvest (all five species were

harvested)

Summer: harbor seals and beluga whales

Summer and Fall; harvest berries

Throughout the year: s




Dene Fishin
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Fic. 26. Basket trap for salmon.




Types of Fishing Weirs
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Source: Villaluz et al, 1982.




Catching Fish on Knik Arm
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Drying,
Trapping &
Storing Fish



Catching Fish Along the River Bank
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Knik Elder Sharing Knowledge
with the Next Generation

Knik Culture
Camp/ Fish
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