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Overview

Many thanks

Alexander Creek 
Watershed

A new infestation



Thank You!



Alexander
Creek
Watershed
 Alexander Lake

 Sucker Lake 
Complex

 Remote 

 Dynamic systems

 Eradication 
challenging and 
costly



Hydrology 

 Flow data 
 Alexander Creek 

May 29 - 680 cfs

June 25 – 156 cfs

 Lower Sucker Creek 

June 11 - 82 cfs

July 19 – 58 cfs



Alexander Lake 
Dye Study

 Rhodamine dye applied centrally

 40 sample sites

 10 within treatment area

 30 outside

 Samples collected at intervals

 HAT

 1, 4, 12, 24, 48, 72, 96, 168

 Gained valuable insight 

 Fine tune Rx and treatment 
options



2019 - Containment and Prevention

 ADF&G - Emergency Order

 Closed all sportfishing May 1 – October 31

 Reduce floatplane traffic

 Residents say it worked

 DNR – Herbicide Treatment

 Contact herbicide – diquat dibromide

 Knock elodea down in high traffic areas

 Reduce the vector 









Future Plans

 Eradication the long-term 
goal

 Funding the limiting 
factor

 Continue containment 
and prevention program

 Outreach and education



Big Lake Elodea –
Rapid Response

 Reported to ADF&G October 10

 Confirmed October 14

 DEC - Applied for and received 
authorization to treat October 15

 Public Notice posted October 17 

 Herbicide applied to infestation 
November 4

 25 days after initial report







Big Lake Elodea -
plans and needs 
 Form a regional elodea task 

force

 Monitor herbicide treatment

 Bathymetric data

 Survey suitable habitat

 Spot treatments

 Outreach and education



daniel.coleman@alaska.gov
(907)745-8721

mailto:daniel.coleman@alaska.gov
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