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salmon-safe 
purpose & programs

ten principles for fish-friendly development



SALMON-SAFE
§ Founded by environmental 

NGO Pacific Rivers 

§ Independent Portland-based 
nonprofit

§ A leading West Coast eco-
label

§ Expanding on West Coast 
through Partner Network





CERTIFYING TO INSPIRE 
RESTORATION

§ Urban/commercial 
development 

§ Corporate & university 
campuses

§ Municipal operations & 
park systems

§ Airports, light 
industrial/infrastructure

§ Farms/vineyards





Wine found beneficial to salmon.
These are just a few of the manyWashingston wines that are certified salmon-safe, which means the
vineyard’s growing practices protect streams and rivers. Erosion and run-off from vineyards can bring
silt into streams, reducing the ability of migrating salmon to survive. Salmon-Safe vineyards restore
salmon habitat by planting trees on streams, growing cover crops to reduce run off, and applying natural
methods to control weeds and pests. Look for the Salmon-Safe label when you shop. To learn more
about these fine wines check out their websites:
abeja.net, hedgesfamilyestate.com, lecole.com, lopezislandvineyards.com, noveltyhillwines.com,
sevenhillswinery.com, terrablanca.com, watermillwinery.com, woodwardcanyon.com salmonsafe.org
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HOW TO
DRINK LIKE

A FISH
Fish need cool clean water. 
So do you. That’s why we 

sourced Salmon-Safe 
certified Sterling hops for 

our first organic beer. 
The way these flavorful, 

rich hops are grown
makes sure that streams 
are shaded and there is 

not runoff to nearby 
waterways. That way the 
rivers stay cool and clean 

for migrating salmon.
Not only is our Green 

Lakes beer organic,
it helps protect our

rivers as well. 

Salmon-Safe certifies 
agricultural products 

ranging from Skagit Valley 
pears and Willamette

Valley hazelnuts to Rogue 
Valley goat cheese and 
Walla Walla wine.  And 
now we’ve certified the 

Sterling hops grown
on a family farm near

Silverton used to brew 
Green Lakes Organic Ale. 

Salmon-Safe growers 
protect biodiversity on 

their farms, reduce 
irrigation water use,

apply natural methods
 to control weeds and
farm pests, and restore 

streamside buffers. These 
important practices help 
ensure clean and healthy 

rivers so salmon can
spawn and thrive. 

www.salmonsafe.org 

www.deschutesbrewery.com

Please Recycle.
This bookmark printed on 50% recycled 

paper with 25% post-consumer waste.







SECTOR-BASED WATERSHED 
PROTECTION STANDARDS
§ Farm (2013)

§ Park systems (2004)

§ Urban campus (2005)

§ Golf (2010)

§ Large-construction 
accreditation (2014)

§ Urban Development (2014)

§ Infrastructure (2015)

§ Developer accreditation 
(2015)

§ Designer accreditation 
(2017)



From Building an Arc:  Architecture, Biodiversity, 
and the City (Muller, Cerra and McGinley, 2015)

WHY SALMON-SAFE: ELEVATING 
ECOLOGY IN SUSTAINABILITY



SALMON-SAFE PROJECT 
SCALE: LARGE & COMPLEX





SALMON-SAFE
DEVELOPMENT





SALMON-SAFE TNC MAT-SU 
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE

§ Background review & 
establish regulatory 
baseline

§ Gap analysis 
§ Fish friendly guidelines 











WATERSHED CONTEXT:
PORTLAND MAYOR’S 
SALMON-SAFE CHALLENGE
§ City-wide reach
§ Policy and 

planning focus

§ Bureau-by-
bureau 
engagement

§ 5-year 
implementation



Portland. The First Salmon-Safe City.
salmonsafe.org























Nike	2016





Salmon are the real super-athletes, swimming 2000 miles from our rivers to the Pacific Ocean
and back. And like any athlete, one thing they need is clean water. That’s why Nike took steps
to certify their World Headquarters  Salmon-Safe. Harmful chemicals were eliminated from
groundskeeping, water for landscaping was reduced, and Nike’s streams and wetlands are
being restored. All this is to ensure that the water Nike contributes to our rivers is clean enough
for wild salmon to spawn and thrive. For more information visit www.salmonsafe.org

T H E N I K E W O R L D H E A D Q U A R T E R S I S N O W C E R T I F I E D S A L M O N - S A F E

Thanks to Nike,  they’ l l  run a c lean race.

















salmonsafe.org/alaskaguidelines.pdf



HELP SHAPE A VISION FOR 
SALMON-SAFE IN THE MAT-SU
JOIN US TOMORROW AT 1:15 FOR AN OPEN 
DISCUSSION GROUP



www.salmonsafe.ca


